
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
February 8, 2026 

 
Please respect the sanctity of worship and turn off all cell phones.  
Thank you.  

 

For the Gathered 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah 
declares that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with 
the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from 
the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to 

let the light of their good works shine before others. Through baptism we 
are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ. 
 

Greeting – ELW 147 
(Pastor) - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
(All) - And also with you. 
 
(All who are able may stand.) 

Gathering Song – Here I Am, Lord – ELW 574 

(vs. 1 & 3) 
 
 "I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
 I have heard my people cry. 
 All who dwell in dark and sin 
 my hand will save. 
 I, who made the stars of night, 
 I will make their darkness bright. 

 Who will bear my light to them? 
 Whom shall I send?" 
 
Refrain 
 Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
 I have heard you calling in the night. 
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
 I will hold your people in my heart. 
 



 "I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
 I will tend the poor and lame. 
 I will set a feast for them. 
 My hand will save. 
 Finest bread I will provide 
 till their hearts be satisfied. 
 I will give my life to them. 
 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 
 
Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946 
Text © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 

Confession and Forgiveness – ELW 94  
(Pastor) 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and 
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Kyrie  
(Liturgist) In peace, let us pray to the Lord:  
(All Sing) Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison, eleison, 
eleison. 
 



For peace between nations, faithfulness in the Church, the healing of 
creation, let us pray,  
Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison, eleison, eleison. 
 

For those who seek the light, those who thirst for mercy, and all who long 
for God, let us pray, 
Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison, eleison, eleison 
 

For those who are hungry, grieving or in pain, abandoned or afraid, let us 
pray,  
Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison, eleison, eleison 
 

Help, save, comfort and defend us oh God,  
Amen. 

 

Canticle of Praise – ELW 148     
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 
and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing and honor and glory and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, 
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
(Assembly may be seated.) 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 

Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon 
you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the 
grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



 

First Reading – Isaiah 58:  1-9a 
 

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were 
troubled by the ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that 
outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts 
of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and 
clothing the naked. 

 1 Shout out; do not hold back! 

  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 2 Yet day after day they seek me 
  and delight to know my ways, 
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
 they ask of me righteous judgments; 
  they want God on their side. 
 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day 
  and oppress all your workers. 
 4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight 

  and to strike with a wicked fist. 
 Such fasting as you do today 
  will not make your voice heard on high. 
 5 Is such the fast that I choose, 

  a day to humble oneself? 
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush 
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
 Will you call this a fast, 
  a day acceptable to the LORD? 
 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: 

  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
  to undo the straps of the yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, 
  and to break every yoke? 
 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them 
  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 



 8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

 your vindicator shall go before you; 
  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
 9a Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

  you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 112:  1-9 
1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the LORD 

and have great delight in | God’s commandments! 
    2 Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 

  the generation of the upright | will be blessed. 
 
3 Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 

and their righteousness will | last forever. 
    4 Light shines in the darkness | for the upright; 
  the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion. 
  
5 It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 

and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 
    6 For they will nev- | er be shaken; 

  the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance. 
 
7 They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors; 
their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the LORD. 
    8 Their heart is established and | will not shrink, 

  until they see their desire up- | on their enemies. 
 
9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast 

forever; 

they will hold up their | head with honor.  
 

Epistle Reading – 1 Corinthians 2:  1-12 
 

Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human 
philosophy and wisdom, Paul continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom 
which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity involves judging 
ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross. 



1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the 
testimony of God to you with superior speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to 

know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I 
came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4 My speech 

and my proclamation were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but 
with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might 

rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 
  6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom 
of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we 
speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God decreed before the ages 
for our glory 8 and which none of the rulers of this age understood, for if 
they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is 

written,  
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the human heart conceived, 
 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10 God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. 11 For what human knows what is truly 
human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends 
what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not 

the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. [13 And we speak of these 

things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, 

interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual. 
  14 Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for 

they are foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them 
because they are spiritually discerned. 15 Those who are spiritual discern all 

things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 
 16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord 
  so as to instruct him?” 
But we have the mind of Christ.]  
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for the Young at Heart 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

Special Music 
 

Gospel Announcement – Matthew 5:  13-20 



 

(All who are able may stand.) 

Acclamation – ELW 151  
(ALL SING) -  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.  

[Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, 

how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is 
thrown out and trampled under foot. 
  14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 
15 People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, 
they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the 

same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 

good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
  17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven 
and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass 
from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of 

the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and 
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, 

unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

(Assembly may be seated.) 
 

Message  
(All who are able may stand.) 
 

Hymn of the Day – Beautiful Savior – ELW 838 
(vs. 1, 2 & 4) 
 

 Beautiful Savior, 
 King of creation, 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
 Truly I'd love thee, 
 truly I'd serve thee, 
 light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 
 



 Fair are the meadows, 
 fair are the woodlands, 
 robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 
 Jesus is fairer, 
 Jesus is purer, 
 he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 
 Beautiful Savior, 
 Lord of the nations, 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
 Glory and honor, 
 praise, adoration, 

 now and forevermore be thine! 
 
Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 

 
 
 

Apostles’ Creed – ELW 105 
 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

(Assembly may be seated.) 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Response 
(Liturgist) – Merciful God, 



(All) – Receive our prayer.  

 

Offering 
 

Offertory - We Are An Offering – W&P 146 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering.  
Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,     
Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 
We are an offering. 
 

Prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your 
hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come 
to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
 
Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving – ELW 152 
 

(PASTOR) - The Lord be with you. 

(ALL) - And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor’s Preface  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Our Response – ELW 153  



(ALL SING) - Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord’s Prayer – ELW 154  
(ALL) - Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Confession Song – Lamb of God – ELW 154  
 

(ALL SING) –  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Grant us peace. Grant us peace. 
 

Distribution 
 



Prayer after Communion 
 
 

Let us pray. 
 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this 
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

(All who are able may stand.) 
 

Sending Song – Be Thou My Vision – ELW 793  

(vs. 1, 2, & 4) 

 

 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
 naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 

 thou my best thought both by day and by night, 
 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
 Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 
 raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 
 
 Light of my soul, after victory won, 
 may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun! 

 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931 

 

 
 

(Assembly may be seated.) 
 

Announcements 
 



Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  

(ALL) - Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

    1455 E. Yosemite Ave. Merced, CA 95340 

                                                         Church Phone 209-383-0632 

                 Website:  http://www.thesovlutheran.net 

                                               Office email: shepherdofthevalleyelca@gmail.com 

 

   Fifth Sunday after Epiphany – February 8, 2026 

 

PASTOR                                                          John Russell-Curry 

GREETER                 Chris Boyenga 

                                  READER/ASSISTING MINISTER                Marc Medefind 
                                  USHERS                                                      Allan Arnold 
                                  ORGANIST/PIANIST                                   Shiloh Beardsley 

 

                                                               This Week 
   TODAY                                                   10 AM  Worship 

 

 

Readings for Sunday, February 15 
Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2 or Psalm 99; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9 

 
Attendance for last week 38 and via Zoom 3 

 

Upcoming Events – Mark your Calendar 

February 15  Worship Service 
February 16  Council Meeting 

                  Presidents Day—Church Office Closed 
                             February 18  Ash Wednesday Worship Service 

     February 19  Birthday Luncheon 
 

 
Prayers for healing: 

 
For family, friends and students of Joel Know who passed away February 2; Dave Bettis; Gleneda 
Muralt; Dorothy Woody; Rosie Sullivan; Eric Smith; Gleneda Muralt’s niece, Shereida; Nan Dailey; 
Kimberly Castillo’s daughter Jillian and mother-in-law Lupe; Pam Andersen; Pastor John Russell-
Curry and his family; Warren Westerberg; Sylvia Poupard; Jeane & David Hetland; Annie Sofranek; 
David Cherf; and people who are ill around the world. 
 
We lift prayers for our Benevolence of the Month, Scholarship Fund and for our Sierra Pacific 
Synod Bishop, Jeff Johnson. 

 

SADNESS AND CONDOLENCES: On January 28, Reverend Sylvia Mueller (pastor in Turlock; 
active in Conference and Synod affairs) unexpectedly died - shocking all friends, family, and 
parishioners.  A memorial is being planned for February 21. 
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