SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 25, 2025

Please respect the sanctity of worship and turn off all cell phones.
Thank you.

For the Gathered

Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a
vision about what to do. John has a vision of what will be. Jesus provides
visions of peace that surpasses human understanding and power beyond
human imagination.

Greeting — ELW 147

(Pastor) - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

(All) - And also with you.

(All who are able may stand.)
Gathering Song — Immortal, Invisible, God Only
Wise - ELW 834

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise!

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;

thy justice like mountains high soaring above

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all, life thou givest, to both great and small;

in all life thou livest, the true life of all;

we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee.

Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light;
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render; oh, help us to see
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.



Confession and Forgiveness — ELW 94

(Pastor)

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of *+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.

Amen.

Kyrie - ELW 147

(Liturgist) In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,

and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.




Amen.

Canticle of Praise — ELW 148

This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God

and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

(Assembly may be seated.)

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us
food from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by
your Spirit we may love one another and the world you have made, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading — Acts 16: 9-15

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets
Lydia, an important person in the business community, whose heart has
been opened by God to receive the gospel. Her conversion and baptism

provide the impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi.

?During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia
pleading with him and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us.”
'“When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to



Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good
news to them.

' We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the
following day to Neapolis, '?and from there to Philippi, which is a leading
city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this
city for some days. '°On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the
river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down
and spoke to the women who had gathered there. '* A certain woman
named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city
of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen
eagerly to what was said by Paul. > When she and her household were
baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the
Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 67

! May God be merciful to | us and bless us;

may the light of God’s face | shine upon us.
2 Let your way be known ! upon earth,
your saving health a- | mong all nations.

°Let the peoples praise | you, O God;
let all the | peoples praise you.

4Let the nations be glad and ! sing for joy

for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- !
tions on earth.

° Let the peoples | praise you, O God;

let all the | peoples praise you.
The earth has brought ! forth its increase;
God, our own ! God, has blessed us.

’May God ! give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.

Epistle Reading —_Revelation 21: 10, 22-22: 5

John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity
with God’s past actions. Yet in this new city, God’s presence replaces the
temple, and the glory of God and the Lamb supplants sun and moon.



' And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high
mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of
heaven from God.

>21 saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty
and the Lamb. ?° And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for
the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. ** The nations will
walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. > Its
gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. “° People
will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 2/ But nothing
unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood,
but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb ?through the
middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life
with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves
of the tree are for the healing of the nations. °Nothing accursed will be
found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it,
and his servants will worship him; “they will see his face, and his name will
be on their foreheads. ° And there will be no more night; they need no light
of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign
forever and ever.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Message for the Young at Heart
Passing of the Peace

Special Music
Gospel Anhnouncement — John 14: 23-29

(All who are able may stand.)

Acclamation - ELW 151
(ALL SING) - Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

23Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my
word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make
our home with them. “* Whoever does not love me does not keep my words;
and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent
me.



2>“T have said these things to you while I am still with you. “°But the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach
you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. °/ Peace I
leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
“8You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If
you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the
Father is greater than I. ° And now I have told you this before it occurs, so
that when it does occur, you may believe.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Assembly may be seated.)

Message

(All who are able may stand.)

Hymn of the Day — Come, Thou Almighty King -
ELW 408

Come, thou almighty King,
help us thy name to sing;
help us to praise;

Father all-glorious,

o'er all victorious,

come and reign over us,
Ancient of Days.

Come, thou incarnate Word,
merciful, mighty Lord;

our prayer attend.

Come and thy people bless,
and give thy word success,
and let thy righteousness
on us descend.

Come, holy Comforter,

thy sacred witness bear
in this glad hour!

Thou who almighty art,



rule now in ev'ry heart,
never from us depart,
Spirit of pow'r.

To thee, great One in Three,
eternal praises be

hence evermore!

Thy sov'reign majesty

may we in glory see,

and to eternity

love and adore.

Text: source unknown, c¢. 1757, alt.

Apostles’ Creed - ELW 105

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Assembly may be seated.)

Prayers of Intercession
Response

(Liturgist) - Hear us, O God,

(All) - Your mercy is great.

Offering




Offertory - We Are An Offering - W&P 146

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,

we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering.

Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.
We are an offering.

Prayer
Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower
us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving — ELW 152

(PASTOR) - The Lord be with you.
(ALL) - And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor’s Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Our Response — ELW 153




(ALL SING) - Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer — ELW 154
(ALL) - Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Confession Song — Lamb of God — ELW 154

(ALL SING) -
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Grant us peace. Grant us peace.

Distribution



Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish
your people. Send us forth as withesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we
may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

Blessing

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(All who are able may stand.)
Sending Song - O Master, Let Me Walk with You

—ELWS818 (vs. 1, 3, & 4)

O Master, let me walk with you

in lowly paths of service true;

tell me your secret; help me bear
the strain of toil, the fret of care.

Teach me your patience; share with me

a closer, dearer company,

in work that keeps faith sweet and strong,
in trust that triumphs over wrong,

In hope that sends a shining ray

far down the future's broad'ning way,
in peace that only you can give;

with you, O Master, let me live.

Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.
(Assembly may be seated.)

Announcements




Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the good news.
(ALL) - Thanks be to God.
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