SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 10, 2026

Please respect the sanctity of worship and turn off all cell phones.
Thank you.

For the Gathered

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes
to abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we
are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We
receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the
Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in
the world.

Greeting — ELW 147

(Pastor) - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

(All) - And also with you.

(All who are able may stand.)
Gathering Song — Break Now the Bread of Life -
ELW 515

Break now the bread of life,

dear Lord, to me,

as once you broke the loaves beside the sea.
Beyond the sacred page

I seek you, Lord;

my spirit waits for you,

O living Word.

Bless your own word of truth,

dear Lord, to me,

as when you blessed the bread by Galilee.
Then shall all bondage cease,

all fetters fall;

and I shall find my peace,

my All-in-All!



You are the bread of life,

dear Lord, to me,

your holy word the truth that rescues me.
Give me to eat and live

with you above;

teach me to love your truth,

for you are love.

Text: Mary A. Lathbury, 1841-1913, alt.

Confession and Forgiveness — ELW 94

(Pastor)

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.

Amen.

Kyrie - ELW 147

(Liturgist) In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Canticle of Praise — ELW 149

This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God

and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.

Alleluia. Alleluia.

(Assembly may be seated.)

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on
earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give
to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever.
Amen.



First Reading - Acts 17: 22-31

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who
know nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the
“unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth
who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised
from the dead.

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how
extremely spiritual you are in every way. ?°For as I went through the city
and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an
altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship
as unknown, this I proclaim to you. ** The God who made the world and
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in
shrines made by human hands, ?°nor is he served by human hands, as
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and
breath and all things. “° From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit
the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where they would live, ?’ so that they would search
for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he
is not far from each one of us. “ For ‘In him we live and move and have our
being’; as even some of your own poets have said,

‘For we, too, are his offspring.’
29"Since we are God'’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like
gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of
mortals. *° While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he
commands all people everywhere to repent, °*! because he has fixed a day
on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he
has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from
the dead.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 66: 8-20

®Bless our | God, you peoples;

let the sound of | praise be heard.
?0ur God has kept us a- | mong the living
and has not allowed our ! feet to slip.

'0For you, O God, have | tested us;
you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried.



1You brought us in- | to the net;
you laid heavy burdens up- | on our backs.

'?You let people ride over our heads; we went through ! fire and water,
but you brought us out into a place ! of refreshment.

131 will enter your house | with burnt offerings

and will pay | you my vows—

“those that I promised ! with my lips

and spoke with my mouth when I | was in trouble.
15T will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the | smoke of rams;
I will give you ox- | en and goats.

'®Come and listen, all you | who believe,

and praised the Lord ! with my tongue.
171 called out to God ! with my mouth,
the Lord would | not have heard me;

'8If I had cherished evil | in my heart,

and I will tell you what God has | done for me.
9put in truth | God has heard me
and has attended to the sound | of my prayer.

*0Blessed be God, who has not reject- | ed my prayer,
nor withheld unfailing ! love from me.

Epistle Reading — 1 Peter 3: 13-22

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the
face of defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in
accordance with what is right.

*Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? '“But even if
you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they
fear, and do not be intimidated, ' but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.
Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you
an accounting for the hope that is in you, ‘°yet do it with gentleness and
respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are maligned, those
who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. '’ For
it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to
suffer for doing evil. ‘® For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the
righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to
death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, '°in which also he went and
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, ?°who in former times did not



obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of
the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved through water.

L And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of
dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, ?who has gone into heaven and is at the
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to
him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Message for the Young at Heart
Passing of the Peace

Special Music
Gospel Anhouncement — John 14: 15-21

(All who are able may stand.)

Acclamation - ELW 151
(ALL SING) - Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *>“If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. ‘° And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. '’ This is the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

LT will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. °In a little while
the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you
also will live. ?°On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you
in me, and I in you. *' They who have my commandments and keep them
are those who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father,
and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Assembly may be seated.)

Message

(All who are able may stand.)



Hymn of the Day — How Great Thou Art - ELW
856 (vs. 1, 3, & 4)

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
consider all the works thy hand hath made,

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed;

Refrain
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
how great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
how great thou art! How great thou art!

But when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,

that on the cross my burden gladly bearing

he bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,

and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!

Then I shall bow in humble adoration

and there proclaim, *“My God, how great thou art!” Refrain

Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989.
Text © 1953 S.K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc., 35255 Brooten Road, Pacific City, OR 97135 (ASCAP). Renewed 1981. All rights reserved. (ASCAP)

Apostles’ Creed — ELW 105

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,




the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Assembly may be seated.)

Prayers of Intercession
Response

(Liturgist) — Merciful God,

(All) - Receive our prayer.

Offering

Offertory - We Are An Offering - W&P 146

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,

we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering.

Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.
We are an offering.

Prayer
Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower
us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving — ELW 152

(PASTOR) - The Lord be with you.
(ALL) - And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor’s Preface



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Our Response — ELW 153
(ALL SING) - Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer — ELW 154
(ALL) - Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.




Confession Song — Lamb of God - ELW 154

(ALL SING) -
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the worid.
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the worid.
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the worid.
Grant us peace. Grant us peace.

Distribution

Prayer after Communion
Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish
your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we
may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

Blessing

The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

(All who are able may stand.)

Sending Song - Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

—ELW 631 (vs. 1, 3 & 4)

Love divine, all loves excelling,

Joy of heav'n, to earth come down!
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,

all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,

enter ev'ry trembling heart.




Come, Almighty, to deliver;

let us all thy life receive;

suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,

pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation,

pure and spotless let us be;

let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee!
Changed from glory into glory,

till in heav'n we take our place,

till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
(Assembly may be seated.)

Announcements

Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the good news.
(ALL) - Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1455 E. Yosemite Ave. Merced, CA 95340
Church Phone 209-383-0632

Website: http://www.thesovlutheran.net

Office email: shepherdofthevalleyelca@gmail.com

Fifth Sunday of Easter — May 10, 2026

PASTOR John Russell-Curry
GREETER Chris Love
READER/ASSISTING MINISTER Mona Kowalczyk
USHERS Alan Arnold
ORGANIST/PIANIST Shiloh Beardsley
This Week
TODAY 10 AM Worship
FRIDAY 2 PM Knitting Club

Readings for Sunday, May 17
Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10 & 32-35;1 Peter 4:12-14, 5: 6-11; John 17:1-11

Attendance for last week 39 and via Zoom 3

Upcoming Events — Mark your Calendar
May 17 Worship Service

May 17 Congregational Meeting
May 18 Council Meeting
May 21 Birthday Luncheon—Fiesta Mexicana

Prayers for healing:
Brad Branstad; Gleneda Muralt; Dorothy Woody; Rosie Sullivan; Eric Smith; Gleneda Muralt’s niece,
Shereida; Nan Dailey; Kimberly Castillo’s daughter Jillian and mother-in-law Lupe; Pam Andersen;
Pastor John Russell-Curry and his family; Warren Westerberg; Sylvia Poupard; Jeane & David
Hetland; Annie Sofranek; David Cherf; and people who are ill around the world.

We lift prayers for our Benevolence of the Month, Shepherd of the Valley/Healthy House
Garden Ministry and for our Sierra Pacific Synod Bishop, Jeff Johnson.
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