REFORMATION SUNDAY

October 25, 2026

Please respect the sanctity of worship and turn off all cell phones.
Thank you.

For the Gathered

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be
reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world.
We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given
to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more
fully in worship and mission.

Processional — Have Thine Own Way, Lord! -
HFG 400

Greeting — ELW 147

(Pastor) - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

(All who are able may stand.)
Gathering Song — 'Tis So Sweet to Trust in
Jesus - HFG 91

Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just to take Him at His word,
Just to rest upon His promise,
Just to know, “Thus saith the Lord.”

Refrain

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him!
How I've proved Him o’‘er and o’er!
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus!

O for grace to trust Him more!



How I love to trust in Jesus,

Just to trust His cleansing blood,

Just in simple faith to plunge me

‘Neath the healing, cleansing flood! Refrain

Yes, I've learned to trust in Jesus,

And from sin and self to cease,

Now from Jesus simply taking

Life and rest and joy and peace. Refrain

I'm so glad I learned to trust Him,
Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend;

And I know that He is with me,

He’'ll be with me to the end. Refrain

Confession and Forgiveness — ELW 94
(Pastor)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.



Amen.

Kyrie - ELW 147

(Liturgist) In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Canticle of Praise — ELW 149

This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God

and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

(Assembly may be seated.)



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial,
defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church
your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading —_Jeremiah 31: 31-34

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will
expect the people to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one
will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed
covenant is possible only because the LorD will forgive iniquity and not
remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.

*IThe days are surely coming, says the Lorp, when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. ?It will not be
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke,
though I was their husband, says the Lorp. *°But this is the covenant that I
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LorD: I will put
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people. **No longer shall they teach one another
or say to each other, "Know the LorD,” for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, says the LorD, for I will forgive their iniquity
and remember their sin no more.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 46

' God is our ref- | uge and strength,
a very present ! help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear, though the ! earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea;

*though its waters | rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble | with its tumulit.



“There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.

°>@God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken;
God shall help it at the ! break of day.

®The nations rage, and the ! kingdoms shake;

God speaks, and the earth | melts away.

’The LorD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold.
g Come now, regard the works ! of the LoRrb,
what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth;

?behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the ! shields
with fire.
10vBe still, then, and know that | I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted ! in the earth.”

""The LorD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold.

Epistle Reading — Romans 3: 19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other
Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God
through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God
through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of
grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

' Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world
may be held accountable to God. °° For no human will be justified before
him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the
knowledge of sin.

21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been
disclosed and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, ??the righteousness
of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction, ?°since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; **they
are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, “>whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his
blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously



committed; “®it was to demonstrate at the present time his own
righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the
faith of Jesus.

?’Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of
law? That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. “® For we hold that
a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Message for the Young at Heart

Passing of the Peace

Special Music - Sweet Hour of Prayver — HFG
439

Gospel Announcement — John 8: 31-36

(All who are able may stand.)

Acclamation - ELW 151
(ALL SING) - Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

1 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my
word, you are truly my disciples, *and you will know the truth, and the
truth will make you free.” **They answered him, “We are descendants of
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by
saying, ‘You will be made free?”

3 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits
sin is a slave to sin. °° The slave does not have a permanent place in the
household; the son has a place there forever. *°So if the Son makes you
free, you will be free indeed.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Assembly may be seated.)

Message

(All who are able may stand.)



Hymn of the Day — A Mighty Fortress Is Our
God - ELW 504

A mighty fortress is our God,

a sword and shield victorious;

he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod
and wins salvation glorious.

The old satanic foe

has sworn to work us woe!

With craft and dreadful might

he arms himself to fight.

On earth he has no equal.

No strength of ours can match his might!
We would be lost, rejected.

But now a champion comes to fight,
whom God himself elected.

You ask who this may be?

The Lord of hosts is he!

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,

God's only Son, adored.

He holds the field victorious.

Though hordes of devils fill the land
all threat'ning to devour us,

we tremble not, unmoved we stand;
they cannot overpow'r us.

Let this world's tyrant rage;

in battle we'll engage!

His might is doomed to fail;

God's judgment must prevail!

One little word subdues him.

God's Word forever shall abide,
no thanks to foes, who fear it;
for God himself fights by our side
with weapons of the Spirit.

Were they to take our house,
goods, honor, child, or spouse,
though life be wrenched away,
they cannot win the day.

The kingdom's ours forever!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship



Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Nicene Creed — ELW 104

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(Assembly may be seated.)

Prayers of Intercession
Response

(Liturgist) — Hear us, O God.

(All) - Your mercy is great.



Offering
Offertory - We Are An Offering - W&P 146

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,

we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering.

Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.
We are an offering.

Prayer

Let us pray.

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your
gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving — ELW 152

(PASTOR) - The Lord be with you.
(ALL) - And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor’s Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:




Our Response — ELW 153
(ALL SING) - Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer — ELW 154

(ALL) - Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Confession Song - Lamb of God — ELW 154

(ALL SING) -
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the worlid.
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the worlid.
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the worlid.
Grant us peace. Grant us peace.

Distribution




Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us
with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be
his body in the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve
your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Blessing

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(All who are able may stand.)
Sending Song - Immortal, Invisible, God Only
Wise — ELW 834

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise!

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;

thy justice like mountains high soaring above

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all, life thou givest, to both great and small;

in all life thou livest, the true life of all;

we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee.

Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light;
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render; oh, help us to see
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.

(Assembly may be seated.)

Announcements




Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the good news.
(ALL) - Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1455 E. Yosemite Ave. Merced, CA 95340
Church Phone 209-383-0632

Website: http://www.thesovlutheran.net

Office email: shepherdofthevalleyelca@gmail.com

Reformation Sunday- October 25

PASTOR John Russell-Curry
GREETERS Mary Jo Knudsen
READER/ASSISTING MINISTER Marc Medefind
USHERS Alan Arnold
ORGANIST/PIANIST Shiloh Beardsley
This Week
TODAY 10 AM Worship
Shepherd of the Valley 67" Anniversary
FRIDAY 2 PM Knitting Group

Readings for Sunday, November 1
Revelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22
1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12

Attendance for last week 34 and via Zoom 4

Upcoming Events — Mark your Calendar

November 1 Worship Service
November 1 Donald Gumm Study Group
November 6 Knitting Group
November 8 Worship Service
November 8 Donald Gumm Study Group

Prayers for healing:
Family of Todd Harris; Ken Sullivan; Family of Carol Linneman; Jan Collins; David Bettis, Brad
Branstad; Gleneda Muralt; Dorothy Woody; Rosie Sullivan; Eric Smith; Gleneda Muralt’s niece,
Shereida; Nan Dailey; Kimberly Castillo’s daughter Jillian and mother-in-law Lupe; Pam Andersen;
Pastor John Russell-Curry and his family; Warren Westerberg; Sylvia Poupard; Jeane & David
Hetland; Annie Sofranek; David Cherf; and people who are ill around the world.

The memorial for Carol Linneman will be Saturday, November 7, 1-4 PM at Vista Ranch. Her
daughter’s address is: Jessica Maggard, 5595 Lakeshore Drive, Littleton, CO 80123.

We lift prayers for our Benevolence of the Month, New Beginnings for Merced County
Animals and for our Sierra Pacific Synod Bishop, Jeff Johnson; and for missionaries spreading
God’s Word.
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