
NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

PENTECOST 
October 4, 2026 

 
Please respect the sanctity of worship and turn off all cell phones.  
Thank you.  

 

For the Gathered 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as 
an image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death.  For 

Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of 
Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin.  Grafted onto Christ the vine 
at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so that we may share 
Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection. 
 

Processional – Come, Let Us Worship and Bow 

Down – W&P 31 
 

Greeting – ELW 147 
(Pastor) - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
(All who are able may stand.) 

Gathering Song – All Creatures of Our God and 
King – HFG 347 (vs. 1-4) 
All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing,  

Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Thou burning sun with golden beam,  
Thou silver moon with softer gleam, 
O praise Him! O praise Him!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along,  
O praise Him! Alleluia!  



Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, 
Ye lights of evening, find a voice!  
O praise Him! O praise Him!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 
Make music for thy Lord to hear,  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Thou fire so masterful and bright, 
That givest man both warmth and light, 
O praise Him! O praise Him!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

Let all things their Creator bless,  
And worship Him in humbleness.  
O praise Him! Alleluia!  
Praise, praise the Father, Praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One!  
O praise Him! O praise Him!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

Confession and Forgiveness – ELW 94  
(Pastor) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and 
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 



Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 
Amen. 
 

Kyrie - ELW 147 
(Liturgist) In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, 
and for our salvation, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, 
for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, 
and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Canticle of Praise – ELW 149     
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 
and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing and honor and glory and might 



be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, 
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
(Assembly may be seated.) 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 

Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the 
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your 

merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading – Isaiah 5:  1-7 
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship 
between God and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising 
vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought 
forth “rotten grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice 
and righteousness were expected. 

1 I will sing for my beloved 

  my love song concerning his vineyard: 
 My beloved had a vineyard 
  on a very fertile hill. 
 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones 
  and planted it with choice vines; 
 he built a watchtower in the midst of it 
  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
 he expected it to yield grapes, 
  but it yielded rotten grapes. 
 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

  and people of Judah, 
 judge between me 
  and my vineyard. 
 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard 

  that I have not done in it? 
 When I expected it to yield grapes, 
  why did it yield rotten grapes? 



 5 And now I will tell you 

  what I will do to my vineyard. 

 I will remove its hedge, 
  and it shall be devoured; 
 I will break down its wall, 
  and it shall be trampled down. 
 6 I will make it a wasteland; 

  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
 I will also command the clouds 
  that they rain no rain upon it. 
 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 

  is the house of Israel, 
 and the people of Judah 
  are his cherished garden; 
 he expected justice 
  but saw bloodshed; 
 righteousness 
  but heard a cry! 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 80:  7-15 
7 Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
    8 You have brought a vine | out of Egypt; 
  you cast out the nations and | planted it. 
 

9 You cleared the | ground for it; 

it took root and | filled the land. 
    10 The mountains were covered | by its shadow 

  and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs. 
  

11 You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea 

and its branches | to the river. 
    12 Why have you broken | down its wall, 

  so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes? 
 

13 The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it, 

and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it. 
    14 Turn now, O | God of hosts, 
  look | down from heaven; 



 

15 behold and | tend this vine; 

preserve what your right | hand has planted.  
 
 

Epistle Reading – Philippians 3:  4b-14 
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any 
bearing in comparison to the right relationship he has been given through 
the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to 
press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ. 
 
[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I 
have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of 

Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under 

the law, blameless. 
  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because 
of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the 

surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I 
may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 

own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ, 
the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the 

power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like 
him in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, 

but I press on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 
13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one 

thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward 
to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the 
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for the Young at Heart 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

Special Music – Borning Cry – ELW 732 
 

Gospel Announcement – Matthew 21:  33-46 



 

(All who are able may stand.) 

Acclamation – ELW 151  
(ALL SING) -  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.  

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 

planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a 
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. 34 When the 

harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and 
they treated them in the same way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, saying, 

‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said 

to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his 
inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed 
him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable 

death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce 
at the harvest time.” 
  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  

 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone; 

 this was the Lord’s doing, 
  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
and given to a people that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this 
stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
realized that he was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but 

they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

(Assembly may be seated.) 
 

Message  
 
(All who are able may stand.) 
 



Hymn of the Day – All Things Bright and 
Beautiful – WOV 767 
 

Refrain 
 All things bright and beautiful, 
 all creatures great and small, 
 all things wise and wonderful, 
 the Lord God made them all. 
 

 Each little flower that opens, 
 each little bird that sings, 
 God made their glowing colors, 
 God made their tiny wings.  Refrain 

 
 The purple-headed mountains, 
 the river running by, 
 the sunset, and the morning 
 that brightens up the sky.  Refrain 
 

 The cold wind in the winter, 
 the pleasant summer sun, 
 the ripe fruits in the garden, 
 God made them ev’ry one.  Refrain 
 

 God gave us eyes to see them, 
 and lips that we might tell 
 how great is God Almighty, 
 who has made all things well.  Refrain 
 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-1895, alt. 
 

Apostles’ Creed – ELW 105 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 



and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

(Assembly may be seated.) 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Response 
(Liturgist) – Hear us, O God. 
(All) – Your mercy is great.  

 

Offering 
 

Offertory - We Are An Offering – W&P 146 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering.  
Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,     
Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 

We are an offering. 
 

Prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your 
hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come 
to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving – ELW 152 
 

(PASTOR) - The Lord be with you. 

(ALL) - And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor’s Preface  



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Our Response – ELW 153  
(ALL SING) - Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord’s Prayer – ELW 154  
(ALL) - Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Confession Song – Lamb of God – ELW 154  
 



(ALL SING) –  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  

Have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Grant us peace. Grant us peace. 
 

Distribution 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray. 
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished 
us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now 
send us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this 
day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

(All who are able may stand.) 
 

Sending Song – Shine, Jesus, Shine – ELW 671 
 

Shine, Jesus, shine 
fill this land with the Father's glory; 
blaze, Spirit, blaze 
set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 

Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
send forth your Word, 
Lord, and let there be light! 
 
Lord, the light of your love is shining, 
in the midst of the darkness, shining; 
Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us, 
set us free by the truth you now bring us. 
Shine on me, shine on me; 



 
Shine, Jesus, shine 
fill this land with the Father's glory; 
blaze, Spirit, blaze 
set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
send forth your Word, 
Lord, and let there be light! 
 
As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 
so our faces display your likeness, 

ever changing from glory to glory, 
mirrored here, may our lives tell your story. 
Shine on me, shine on me; 
 
Shine, Jesus, shine 
fill this land with the Father's glory; 
blaze, Spirit, blaze 
set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
send forth your Word, 

Lord, and let there be light! 
 
 

(Assembly may be seated.) 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news.  
(ALL) - Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
 

 

 



SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

    1455 E. Yosemite Ave. Merced, CA 95340 

                                                         Church Phone 209-383-0632 

               Website:  http://www.thesovlutheran.net 

                                             Office email: shepherdofthevalleyelca@gmail.com 

 

Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost – October 4 
 
PASTOR                 John Russell-Curry 

GREETERS                       Chris Boyenga 

                                  READER/ASSISTING MINISTER                  Mona Kowalczyk 
                                  USHERS                                                               Hunter Price 
                                  ORGANIST/PIANIST                                         Martin Hansen 

 

                                                               This Week 
            TODAY                                                         10 AM  Worship 

   FRIDAY                       2 PM  Knitting Group 

   

Readings for Sunday, October 11 
Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23 

Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14 

 

Attendance for last week 40 and via Zoom 2 
 

Upcoming Events – Mark your Calendar 

October 11   Worship Service 
October 12  Council Meeting 

October 15  Birthday Luncheon 
October 16  Knitting Group 

 
 

Prayers for healing: 
Family of Todd Harris; Ken Sullivan; Family of Carol Linneman; Jan Collins; David Bettis, Brad 
Branstad; Gleneda Muralt; Dorothy Woody; Rosie Sullivan; Eric Smith; Gleneda Muralt’s niece, 
Shereida; Nan Dailey; Kimberly Castillo’s daughter Jillian and mother-in-law Lupe; Pam Andersen; 
Pastor John Russell-Curry and his family; Warren Westerberg; Sylvia Poupard; Jeane & David 
Hetland; Annie Sofranek; David Cherf; and people who are ill around the world. 
 
The memorial for Carol Linneman will be Saturday, November 7, 1-4 PM at Vista Ranch. Her 
daughter’s address is:  Jessica Maggard, 5595 Lakeshore Drive, Littleton, CO 80123. 
 
We lift prayers for our Benevolence of the Month, New Beginnings for Merced County 
Animals  and for our Sierra Pacific Synod Bishop, Jeff Johnson; and for missionaries spreading 
God’s Word.  
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