
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

PENTECOST 
August 30, 2026 

 
Please respect the sanctity of worship and turn off all cell phones.  
Thank you.  

 

For the Gathered 
The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet 
finds in God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp 

Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their 
lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges 
us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we 
gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our 
suffering world. 
 

Processional – All the Way My Savior Leads Me 
 

Greeting – ELW 147 
(Pastor) - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
(All who are able may stand.) 

Gathering Song – Praise to the Lord, the 
Almighty - ELW 858 
 

 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
 O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

 Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 
 joining in glad adoration! 
 

 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 
 and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
 Have you not seen all that is needful has been 
 sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 
 



 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 
 surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 
 Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 
 if with his love he befriend you. 
 
 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
 All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
 Let the amen sound from his people again. 
 Gladly forever adore him! 
 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

 
 

Confession and Forgiveness – ELW 94  
(Pastor) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and 
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and 
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 
Amen. 
 



Kyrie - ELW 147 
(Liturgist) In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, 
and for our salvation, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, 
for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this holy house, 
and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Canticle of Praise – ELW 149     
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 
and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing and honor and glory and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, 
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
(Assembly may be seated.) 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 



Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the 
sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of 
obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading – Jeremiah 15:  15-21 
Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the LORD is contradicted by the heaviness 
of God’s hand upon him and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love 

to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be allowed to continue in his 
strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am 
with you.” 

 15 O LORD, you know; 
  remember me and visit me, 
  and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
 In your forbearance do not take me away; 
  know that on your account I suffer insult. 
 16 Your words were found, and I ate them, 

  and your words became to me a joy 
  and the delight of my heart, 
 for I am called by your name, 
  O LORD, God of hosts. 
 17 I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 

  nor did I rejoice; 
 under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 
  for you had filled me with indignation. 
 18 Why is my pain unceasing, 

  my wound incurable, 
  refusing to be healed? 

 Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 
  like waters that fail. 
 19 Therefore thus says the LORD: 

 If you turn back, I will take you back, 
  and you shall stand before me. 
 If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless, 
  you shall serve as my mouth. 
 It is they who will turn to you, 
  not you who will turn to them. 



 20 And I will make you to this people 

  a fortified wall of bronze; 

 they will fight against you, 
  but they shall not prevail over you, 
 for I am with you 
  to save you and deliver you, 
 says the LORD. 
 21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked 

  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 26:  1-8 
1 Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived | with integrity; 

I have trusted in the LORD and | have not faltered. 
    2 Test me, O | LORD, and try me; 
  examine my heart | and my mind. 
 
3 For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes; 

I have walked faithful- | ly with you. 
    4 I have not sat | with the worthless, 

  nor do I consort with | the deceitful.  

 
5 I have hated the company of | evildoers; 
I will not sit down | with the wicked. 
    6 I will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O LORD, 

  that I may go in procession | round your altar, 
 
7 singing aloud a song | of thanksgiving 

and recounting all your won- | derful deeds. 
    8 LORD, I love the house in | which you dwell 

  and the place where your glo- | ry abides.  
 

Epistle Reading – Romans 12:  9-21 
Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-
Christians. Love is the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we 
encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to overcome it with 
good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, 
we seek to live at peace with all people. 



9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love 

one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 
11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; 
be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the 

saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. 
  14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice 
with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with 
one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim 
to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take 
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it 
depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge 

yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your 

enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to 
drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do 

not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Message for the Young at Heart 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

Special Music -  Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us 

– ELW 789 
 

Gospel Announcement – Matthew 16:  21-28 
 

(All who are able may stand.) 

Acclamation – ELW 151  
(ALL SING) -  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.  

21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] 

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him 

aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must 
never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, 

Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.” 



 
  24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who 

want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake 
will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but 
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
  27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his 
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I 

tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they 
see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

(Assembly may be seated.) 
 

Message  

 
Blessing for School Year 
Scripture reminds us that learning is blessing.  Let us read together from 
the Book of Proverbs, Chapter 3, verses 13-18. 
 

Blessed are those who find wisdom, 
Those who gain understanding, 
For she is more profitable than silver 
And yields better returns than gold. 
She is more precious than rubies;  
Nothing you desire can compare with her. 
Long life is in her right hand; 
In her left hand are riches and honor. 
Her ways are pleasant ways, 
And all her paths are peace. 
She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her; 

Those who hold her fast will be blessed. 
 

As members of our community begin another school year dedicated to the 
pursuit of wisdom and understand, we gather to ask God’s blessing upon 
them and pray for all who are involved in the work of education.   
 

If you are a student, or the parent or loved one of a student, a teacher, a 
support staff member, an academic administrator, a professor or a lecturer, 
a bus driver or crossing guard, or a school volunteer, we ask you to please 
stand at this time as we ask God’s blessing on the new school year. 



 
Let us pray together: 
O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges, and universities, that they 
may be lively centers for sound learning, new discovery, and the 
pursuit of wisdom; and grant that those who teach and those who 
learn may find you to be the source of all truth; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

(All who are able may stand.) 
 

Hymn of the Day -  Immortal, Invisible, God 
Only Wise – ELW 834 (vs. 1, 3, & 4) 

 

 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
 almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 
 

 To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 
 in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
 we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 
 and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
 

 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 

 thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
 all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 
 'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 
 
Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. 

 

Apostles’ Creed – ELW 105 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

(Assembly may be seated.) 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Response 
(Liturgist) – Merciful God, 
(All) – Receive our prayer.  

 

Offering 
 

Offertory - We Are An Offering – W&P 146 
We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering.  
Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,     
Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 
We are an offering. 
 

Prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
 
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. 
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your 
gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving – ELW 152 
 

(PASTOR) - The Lord be with you. 

(ALL) - And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



Pastor’s Preface  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Our Response – ELW 153  
(ALL SING) - Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord’s Prayer – ELW 154  
(ALL) - Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 



Confession Song – Lamb of God – ELW 154  
 

(ALL SING) –  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.  
Grant us peace. Grant us peace. 
 

Distribution 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
 

Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us 
forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love 
to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

(All who are able may stand.) 
 

Sending Song – I Want Jesus to Walk with Me – 

ELW 325 

 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 I want Jesus to walk with me; 
 all along my pilgrim journey, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
 In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
 in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
 when my heart is almost breaking, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
 



 When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
 when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
 when my head is bowed in sorrow, 
 Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 
Text: African American spiritual 

 
 
 

(Assembly may be seated.) 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news.  
(ALL) - Thanks be to God. 
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SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

    1455 E. Yosemite Ave. Merced, CA 95340 

                                                         Church Phone 209-383-0632 

               Website:  http://www.thesovlutheran.net 

                                             Office email: shepherdofthevalleyelca@gmail.com 

 

  Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost – August 30 
 
PASTOR                 John Russell-Curry 

GREETERS                        Chris Boyenga 

                                  READER/ASSISTING MINISTER                     Marc Medefind 
                                  USHERS                                                                 Alan Arnold 
                                  ORGANIST/PIANIST                                       Shiloh Beardsley 

 

                                                               This Week 
            TODAY               10 AM  Back-to-School Service Blessing 

http://www.thesovlutheran.net/
mailto:shepherdofthevalleyelca@gmail.com


                  with potluck following Worship 

   FRIDAY                       2 PM  Knitting Club 

   SATURDAY                                     9 AM Church Clean-up 

    

    

Readings for Sunday, September 6 
Ezekiel 33:7-11; Psalm 119:33-40 

 Romans 13:8-14;  Matthew 18:15-20 

 

Attendance for last week 35 and via Zoom 4 
 

Upcoming Events – Mark your Calendar 

September 6  Worship Service 
September 11  Knitting Club 

September 13  Worship Service 
September 14  Council Meeting 

 
 

Prayers for healing: 
Ken Sullivan; Family of Carol Linneman; Jan Collins; Family of Judi Riggs (Price Family); David 
Bettis, Brad Branstad; Gleneda Muralt; Dorothy Woody; Rosie Sullivan; Eric Smith; Gleneda Muralt’s 
niece, Shereida; Nan Dailey; Kimberly Castillo’s daughter Jillian and mother-in-law Lupe; Pam 
Andersen; Pastor John Russell-Curry and his family; Warren Westerberg; Sylvia Poupard; Jeane & 
David Hetland; Annie Sofranek; David Cherf; and people who are ill around the world. 
 
We lift prayers for our Benevolence of the Month, Restore Merced; for our Sierra Pacific Synod 
Bishop, Jeff Johnson; and for missionaries spreading God’s Word. 

 

 
 

 


