FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 18, 2025

Please respect the sanctity of worship and turn off all cell phones.
Thank you.

For the Gathered

Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth.
The risen Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism
God has made new people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in
a new light—through the lens of love.

Greeting — ELW 147

(Pastor) - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

(All) - And also with you.

(All who are able may stand.)

Gathering Song- All Are Welco - ELW 641
(vs. 1,4, & 5)

Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,

a place where saints and children tell

how hearts learn to forgive.

Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace;

here the love of Christ shall end divisions:

Refrain
All are welcome, all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,

and live the Word they've known.

Here the outcast and the stranger

bear the image of God's face;

let us bring an end to fear and danger: Refrain



Let us build a house where all are named,

their songs and visions heard

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed

as words within the Word.

Built of tears and cries and laughter,

prayers of faith and songs of grace,

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: Refrain

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Confession and Forgiveness — ELW 94

(Pastor)

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.

Amen.

Kyrie - ELW 147

(Liturgist) In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,

and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Canticle of Praise — ELW 148

This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God

and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God,

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

(Assembly may be seated.)

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour
into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your
Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever.



Amen.

First Reading - Acts 11: 1-18

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter
demonstrates to the members of the Jerusalem church that God’s intention
to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus’ testimony. In this way
the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized.

' Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. *So when Peter went up to
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, °saying, “Why did you
go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” “ Then Peter began to explain
it to them, step by step, saying, °“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in
a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming
down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to
me. °As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey,
reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up,
Peter; kill and eat.” ®But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane
or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ °But a second time the voice
answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call
profane.’ '°This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again
to heaven. '' At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea,
arrived at the house where we were. * The Spirit told me to go with them
and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also
accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. '°He told us how he
had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and
bring Simon, who is called Peter; ‘“he will give you a message by which
you and your entire household will be saved.’ > And as I began to speak,
the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. *° And
I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” '’ If then God gave
them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” *®* When they heard this, they
were silenced. And they praised God, saying, "Then God has given even to
the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 148

' Hallelujah! Praise the LorDp ! from the heavens;
praise God ! in the heights.




2 Praise the Lorp, ! all you angels;
sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven.

°Praise the LorD, ! sun and moon;

sing praise, all you | shining stars.
4Praise the LorD, heav- | en of heavens,
and you waters a- | bove the heavens.

° Let them praise the name | of the Lorb,

who commanded, and they | were created,
Swho made them stand fast forev- | er and ever,
giving them a law that shall not | pass away.

’Praise the LorD | from the earth,

you sea monsters | and all deeps;
&fire and hail, ! snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, do- ! ing God’s will;

mountains ! and all hills,

fruit trees | and all cedars;
10wild beasts | and all cattle,
creeping things and ! flying birds;

"1 sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples,
princes and all rulers ! of the world;
'2young ! men and maidens,
old and | young together.

13 Let them praise the name | of the LoRD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and
heaven.
4The LorD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all |
faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lorp. !
Hallelujah!

Epistle Reading —_Revelation 21: 1-6

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned;
God dwells with us already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that
cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then we will see the new heaven, new
earth, and new Jerusalem.




'T saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. “And I saw the holy city,
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband. °And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

“he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”

> And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all
things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and
true.” °Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the
spring of the water of life.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Message for the Young at Heart
Passing of the Peace

Special Music
Gospel Ahnouncement — John 13: 31-3

(All who are able may stand.)

Acclamation - ELW 151
(ALL SING) - Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

*IWhen he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. *?If God has been glorified in
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. *° Little
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I
said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’
1 give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I



have loved you, you also should love one another. > By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Assembly may be seated.)

Message

(All who are able may stand.)

Hymn of the Day — The Church’s One
Foundation — ELW 654 (vs. 1, 3, & 5)

The church's one foundation

is Jesus Christ, her Lord;

she is his new creation

by water and the word.

From heav'n he came and sought her
to be his holy bride;

with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.

Though with a scornful wonder
this world sees her oppressed,

by schisms rent asunder,

by heresies distressed,

yet saints their watch are keeping;
their cry goes up: "How long?"
And soon the night of weeping
shall be the morn of song.

Yet she on earth has union
with God, the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion
with those whose rest is won.
Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus!
Lord, save us by your grace,
that we, like saints before us,
may see you face to face.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900



Apostles’ Creed - ELW 105

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Assembly may be seated.)

Prayers of Intercession
Response

(Liturgist) - Hear us, O God.,

(All) - Your mercy is great.

Offering
Offertory - We Are An Offering - W&P 146

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,

we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering.

Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.
We are an offering.

Prayer

Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower
us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad




and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving — ELW 152

(PASTOR) - The Lord be with you.
(ALL) - And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor’s Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Our Response — ELW 153
(ALL SING) - Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer — ELW 154
(ALL) - Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.



And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Confession Song — Lamb of God — ELW 154

(ALL SING) -
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world.
Grant us peace. Grant us peace.

Distribution

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish
your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we
may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.



Blessing

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(All who are able may stand.)
Sending Song - On Our Way Rejoicing
- ELW 537

On our way rejoicing

gladly let us go.

Christ our Lord has conquered;
vanquished is the foe.

Christ without, our safety;
Christ within, our joy;

who, if we be faithful,

can our hope destroy?

Refrain
On our way rejoicing;
as we forward move,
hearken to our praises,
O blest God of love!

Unto God the Father

joyful songs we sing;

unto God the Savior
thankful hearts we bring;
unto God the Spirit

bow we and adore,

on our way rejoicing

now and evermore. Refrain

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.
(Assembly may be seated.)

Announcements




Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the good news.
(ALL) - Thanks be to God.
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